
I invite you to open your Bibles to this morning’s scripture text, which can be found 

in the book of Genesis, chapter 41: verses 46-57.  This can be found on page ___ in 

your pew Bibles.  We continue in our series “Joseph.” Scripture reveals that by 

walking in faith, you will receive God’s favor and blessings will be poured into your 

life. 

Our Fathers Word        Genesis  41:46-57 

Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of 

Egypt. And Joseph went out from Pharaoh's presence and traveled throughout 

Egypt.  During the seven years of abundance the land produced plentifully. Joseph 

collected all the food produced in those seven years of abundance in Egypt and 

stored it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the fields surrounding 

it. Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so much 

that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond measure.  

Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by Asenath 

daughter of Potiphera, priest of On.  Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, 

"It is because God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father's 

household." The second son he named Ephraim and said, "It is because God has 

made me fruitful in the land of my suffering."  

The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, the seven years of 

famine began, just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but 

in the whole land of Egypt there was food.  When all Egypt began to feel the famine, 

the people cried to Pharaoh for food. Then Pharaoh told all the Egyptians, "Go to 

Joseph and do what he tells you."  

 



When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened the 

storehouses and sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout 

Egypt.  And all the countries came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the 

famine was severe in all the world.  
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How could Pharaoh set a Hebrew prisoner over the land of Egypt on the basis 

of a dreams interpretation without waiting to see if it was true?  Pharaoh was so 

pleased with Joseph’s interpretation that he made him second in command.  A 

Hebrew slave, a virtual nobody in the who’s who of the Egyptian dynasty now wears 

Pharaoh’s signet ring and is assured that without his consent no one would do 

anything.   

This is astonishing!  Not only does Pharaoh release Joseph from prison, but 

he promotes him to Prime Minister of Egypt! What a sudden turn of events! How 

could this rise to power have happened? None of this happened because of 

Joseph’s innate wisdom, wit, or hard work. It happened because God was with 

Joseph, and Joseph never despaired but always remained faithful and trusted God.  

  Because God was with Joseph, and, additionally, the answer can also be 

found in Proverbs 21:1: “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord.”  Only by 

Joseph’s walking by faith brought him here.  Joseph was the first of many godly 

Jews to rise to prominence in Gentile governments.     

Joseph was faithful in all his responsibilities.  It is this humility that made it 

possible for the Lord to entrust Joseph with tremendous responsibility without fear 

that it would corrupt him.  Throughout Joseph’s story he demonstrates this 

“walking by faith” commitment.  When his brothers were doing evil, he was 

faithfully reporting it to his father. He did not join his brothers in their evil nor did 

he hide their evil doings from his father. He was concerned about his family’s 

honor.   

 



  He continued to be faithful even when he was a slave in Potiphar’s house. 

Potiphar was not inspecting the work of Joseph.  But Joseph was faithful even when 

no one was watching his work.  His amazing faithfulness continued even while in 

prison, where he was thrown on false accusations.  He did not give up his 

faithfulness as a result of his terrible experience in these unfair circumstances.  He 

did not question whether it was worth being faithful after his faithfulness in 

Potiphar’s house only landed him in prison.  

His faithfulness remained constant, and the prison keeper had a very relaxed 

life as Joseph took charge of everything, and did his work efficiently and 

successfully.  His faithfulness in all his responsibilities was a powerful secret of his 

fruitfulness. 

So Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.” One commentator notes, “It is 

evident that Pharaoh was intent on Egyptianizing Joseph because he gave him a 

new name and a wife…. Now an Egyptian name is one thing, but an Egyptian wife 

is quite another—because we see how thoroughly Pharaoh intended Joseph to 

become identified with Egypt.” 

How would Joseph react to all of this? He had a new name, a new wife, a new 

position, and a new power. Would he abandon his faith? Would he forget God? 

Joseph responded well. He did not assume the lifestyle of the rich and 

famous.  Joseph responded with the obedience that characterizes true faith. That 

is, he believed that Egypt would have just seven years of plenty to gather up grain 

for seven years of famine.  So, we see that his rise to power did not dull his response 

to God’s word—because he gave himself wholly to hard work. 



Moses said in verses 46-49, “Joseph was thirty years old when he entered 

the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of 

Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt. During the seven plentiful years 

the earth produced abundantly, and he gathered up all the food of these seven 

years, which occurred in the land of Egypt, and put the food in the cities. He put in 

every city the food from the fields around it. And Joseph stored up grain in great 

abundance, like the sand of the sea, until he ceased to measure it, for it could not 

be measured.” 

Joseph’s hard work was evident to all. He masterfully stored up grain in great 

abundance, until it could no longer be measured. Joseph remained faithful to God’s 

plan and did all this because he believed that God was true to his word. God was 

sending great abundance now, but it was going to be followed by a terrible drought. 

And Joseph believed that God had called him to this position of power in order to 

save many people from a terrible death. 

Moses said in verses 50-52, “Before the year of famine came, two sons were 

born to Joseph. Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him. 

Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. ‘For,’ he said, ‘God has made 

me forget all my hardship and all my father’s house.’ The name of the second he 

called Ephraim, ‘For God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.’”  

But here is the great thing:   Joseph declared his allegiance to God and his 

faith in God’s word by giving his boys Hebrew names.  The names of his sons…were 

blatantly Hebrew! Again, when all foreigners sought assimilation and welcomed 

Egyptianization, Joseph reasserted his ethnic, spiritual origin. And here, at this 

moment in history, Joseph not only understood the greatness of God as no other 



living person, but he also believed as no other person on earth! Significantly this 

was at the beginning of seven years of famine. 

Notice Joseph’s success as he walked by faith, not allowing his perception of 

the difficult circumstances to interfere with God’s plan because he remained 

faithful.  Moses said in verses 53-54, “The seven years of plenty that occurred in 

the land of Egypt came to an end, and the seven years of famine began to come, as 

Joseph had said. There was famine in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was 

bread.” 

Joseph’s plan was wonderfully successful. Verses 56-57 say, “So when the 

famine had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to 

the Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. Moreover, all the 

earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was severe over all 

the earth.” 

So now, Joseph goes forth to continue doing what God has ordained him to 

do.  Pharaoh has appointed him to be the Prime Minister of his land and people.  

To be the power of Egypt.  To be the voice of Pharaoh.  Joseph steps out in faith 

once more, realizing that without his total and utmost dependency of God’s hand 

upon him, leading him, guiding him, providing for him, he is destined to fail.  This is 

walking by faith.   

This is at the heart of Christianity.  Walking by faith.  Joseph clearly 

demonstrates what this means.  We read it in 2 Cor 5:7, a very well-known passage, 

For we walk by faith, not by sight.  But what is it to walk by faith?  Walking by faith 

is trusting God’s promises more than we trust our perceptions.  



Joseph’s perception was that he will never get out of this pit, never get 

freedom from slavery, never be released from prison.  Perceptions can be 

deceiving, that’s walking by sight. Trust God’s promises.  That is faithfulness.  Our 

perception might be that we just don’t have what it takes to complete the task God 

has called us to do, that we are the wrong person for the job.  We must walk in 

faith knowing that if it is his will, God can accomplish all things through you, 

because  it is his divine providence.  He has the power and authority.  

 Walking by faith is realizing that when we step out to serve God, walking and 

living our life, we are fully dependent upon God.  If we don’t expect God to show 

up, and if he doesn’t, we are destined to fail; then we are not walking by faith, we 

are walking by our own abilities, our own strength, doing things under our own 

control.  We must trust God’s promises more than we trust our perceptions.  

You may feel at times, for you to walk by faith, an increase in your faith could 

be necessary.  We are not alone in this feeling.  There was a moment when the 

Apostles say to the Lord Jesus, "Increase our faith." Jesus replies, "Were your faith 

the size of a mustard seed you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and 

planted in the sea,' and it would obey you'"(Lk. 17:5-6). 

Notice, the Apostles said to Jesus, "Increase our faith." Those first followers 

of Jesus were the original members of the Community of Faith, which we have 

joined. And like our original predecessors, we gather together with Jesus in our 

midst to implore Him, "Increase our faith! 

There are times when your best effort to do the right thing, to do a good job 

of whatever it is you are called on to do, seems as difficult and as frustrating as 

trying to walk on water: trying to be a good mother or father; trying to get parents 



to understand; trying not to hold a grudge; trying to cope with economic hardship; 

trying to kick some awful habits; trying not to take that first drink or smoke that 

first cigarette; trying to come to terms with the terrible loneliness and grief that 

follows the loss of a loved one. It's a lot like trying to walk on water. We feel nothing 

solid underfoot. We have the terrifying sensation of being sucked down into the 

dark depths. 

When everything seems to be going our way, the burden is light and we 

appear to be on solid ground. And the act of walking by faith comes easiest. But 

when things begin to go against us, when the burden becomes heavy and we feel 

our spirits sinking, the act of walking by faith comes hardest. 

Jesus demands unconditional obedience to the Will of God -- even when it 

seems as though God is asking you to walk on water. In due course, the disciples 

saw, finally, that Jesus Himself was "obedient unto death," as the apostle Paul has 

written. And as the disciples moved through this experience, they came to realize 

that this is what they were being called to themselves, "obedient unto death.”  You 

can decide for Christ or against Christ. That's anyone's choice. But if you decide for 

Christ then you have no choice at this point. He calls you, as He called those first 

disciples, to unconditional obedience -- "obedience unto death."  

There are people who tell us that it doesn't make much sense to be talking 

about Jesus' death. After all, isn't it His life that makes the difference? It doesn't 

make much sense until we realize that it is in the death, in the Crucifixion, that 

God's love for us focuses most intensely, most ardently, most passionately, most 

directly. That is why the Cross has been at the center of the Christian Faith from 

the very beginning.  



It is the climax of everything Jesus said and did to reveal God's love for us. 

There is nothing more God Himself can do to show us the reality of His infinite love 

and concern for us human beings.  

In the early days of World War II, King George of England delivered a radio 

address to the world in which he recited a few lines of poetry:  

And I said to a man who stood at the gate of the year: "Give me a light, that 

I may tread safely into the unknown."  

And he replied: "Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand 

of God. That shall be to you better than light, and safer than the known way."  

In other words, walk by faith and not by sight. Put yourself in contact with 

the Divine Mind and the Divine Will -- the great unknown. 

If you put your trust in your connection with the known, which is always in 

the past, each new day will be like the one before; more of the same. But if you 

"put your hand into the hand of the Infinite God," you will discover the meaning of 

His promise, "Now I am making the whole of creation new" (Rev. 21:5). As the 

Apostle Paul has written:  

"And for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; The old generation 

has gone, and now the new one is here" (1 Cor. 5:17).  

And again,  

"You must give up your old way of life... be renewed by a spiritual revolution, 

so that you can put on a new self that has been created in God's way, in goodness 

and holiness and of the truth" (Eph. 4:22,23-24).  



Each new midnight can be more than a moment in time for us. Each new day 

can represent a faith commitment to a new beginning, a fresh opportunity to put 

our hand in the hand of the God who makes "all things new." Each new encounter 

with another human being can be a unique experience in putting off our "old way 

of life" and putting on the "new self, created in God's way."  

The Gift of God's Presence in and through Christ is the gift of life. We are 

given the opportunity in this hour to receive that gift and it will be for us a healing, 

enabling, empowering, renewing experience that will increase our faith 

strengthening us to walk by faith. But it is important for us, in the faith community, 

to remind ourselves often that the gift is not forced upon us and the benefits are 

not automatically bestowed. A response is required of us. To truly and earnestly 

repent of our sins, to be in a relationship of love and charity with our neighbor, to 

intend to lead a new life, to walk by faith -- these are the conditions under which 

the gift becomes real to us. In other words, we gather together with Jesus in our 

midst to implore Him, "Increase our faith!" 

Let us, therefore, draw near to, and walk in faith with the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and listen to His Good News of a Gracious God whose offer to bring us to fulfillment 

in His Kingdom of Love is never withdrawn. 

Our faith is expressed through specific, concrete, practical works.  As we saw 

demonstrated by Joseph’s walk of faith.  When John Wesley was six-years-old, the 

parsonage in which he lived with his family caught fire. The alarm was given and 

the parents thought everyone was out of the house safely. But when they started 

counting, they discovered that one of the children was missing. And, to their horror, 

they saw young John Wesley at an upper-story window, caught in the burning 



building. The father, a devout, scholarly Anglican Minister, immediately dropped to 

his knees, praying that God would save the boy. His mother, who not only was a 

person of great faith but also a very practical woman, immediately ran next door, 

got a neighbor with a ladder and, working with the neighbor, rescued her son from 

the flaming house.  

Indeed, there are times when the best way to express your faith is to get off 

your knees, go get a neighbor with a ladder, and do what has to be done in a given 

situation. Apart from works of love, your faith is dead -- "as lifeless as a corpse."  

May we resolve today to go out into the darkness to put our hands into the 

hand of God. Better than light, and safer than the known way, we walk by faith, 

and not by sight.  Let us be encouraged by Joseph’s example, to entrust ourselves 

to our sovereign God’s good providence.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Heavenly Father, 

We lift up our hearts to you in Love and adoration, and we bless you Lord. 

We thank you Father for your love and for your grace, 

for your continued presence in our lives each and every day. 

Thank you for sending us our Savior Jesus. 

As we gather here today with Jesus in our midst, 

we implore you Father increase our faith, 

help us to stay committed to serving your will, 

expressing our faith through specific, concrete, practical works,  

as we walk by faith, not by sight. 

Give us the humility to remain faithful to all our responsibilities. 

Give us strength to rise above our circumstances, 

To trust in God’s promises, not in our own perceptions,  

So that we will be fruitful in our calling to build your kingdom. 

Giving you all the praise, all the honor, and all the glory. 

 

Amen  


