
I invite you to open your Bibles to this morning’s scripture text, which 

can be found in the book of John, Chapter 6 verses 1-15.  This can be 

found on page _____ in your pew Bibles.  We continue in our series 

“Captured by Love.”  Scripture reveals the miracle of love. 

Our Fathers Word        Jn 6:1-15 

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of 

Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of people followed 

him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the 

sick.  Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his 

disciples. The Jewish Passover Feast was near.  

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, 

he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?"   

He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was 

going to do.  

Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough 

bread for each one to have a bite!"  

Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, 

"Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how 

far will they go among so many?"  

 



Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass 

in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them.  Jesus 

then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were 

seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.  

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, 

"Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted."  So they 

gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley 

loaves left over by those who had eaten.  

After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began 

to say, "Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world."  Jesus, 

knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, 

withdrew again to a mountain by himself.  
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Everything we have in the created world is designed by God to give us a taste 

of heaven and to make us hunger for Christ.  This is true for water (John 4:1) and 

light (John 1:9; 14:6) and every other good thing that God has made. Nothing exists 

for itself. “All things were created through him and for him” (Colossians 1:16).  

Every partial satisfaction in this life points to the perfect satisfaction in Jesus who 

made the world. 

I believe with all my heart that even bread exists to help us know what it is 

like to be satisfied in Jesus.  One of the reasons God created bread is so that when 

Jesus Christ came into the world, he would be able to use the enjoyment of bread 

and the nourishment of bread as an illustration of what it means to believe on him 

and be satisfied through him.  

The pleasures of warm bread should send our senses and our spirits to Christ 

as the bread of life. The pleasures of cold water when we’re hot and thirsty should 

send our senses and our spirits to Christ as the living water. The pleasures of light 

making all other natural beauties visible should send our senses and our spirits to 

Christ as the true light of the world.  “All things were created through him and for 

him” (Colossians 1:16) 

As we continue in our series discovering the miracles of love, here in the 

Gospel of John, chapter 6 we watch Jesus work a miracle with natural, created 

bread — the kind they ate every day. Then in the rest of this long chapter Jesus 

shows people that this miracle of bread is about himself as the bread of God that 

comes down from heaven. 

There is a real lesson for us in this miracle.  The Lord Jesus did not do it all 

Himself.  He enlisted the service of others; a child, and His disciples.  



There is an old saying that well applies to this illustration; You do what you 

can do; I’ll do what I can do; and the Lord will do what we cannot do.”  Jesus needs 

what we can bring him.  By His standards it may not be much, but He needs it, and 

He will use it.  We may feel sorry or embarrassed that what we have to bring is not 

good enough or that we don’t have more to bring – and rightly so; but that is no 

reason for failing to bring what we do have.  Little is always much in the hands of 

Christ, as we will see from the offering of a small boy.   

There are so many lost souls out there in this world that will be denied 

miracle after miracle, and triumph after triumph because we will not bring to Jesus 

what we have, and what we are.  There is no saying what Jesus can do with us and 

through us, if we would but lay ourselves on the altar of His service; yes, I dare to 

say, miracles of love will happen. 

This scripture about the feeding of the five thousand shows us both that 

Jesus is doing more than feeding people with natural bread, and that the people in 

general are in no spiritual condition to see what he what he is doing. We have seen 

this all too often in this Gospel. Jesus says something or does something in the 

natural realm as a way of pointing to the spiritual realm, and the people don’t get 

it. 

He told the leaders in Israel, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise 

it up,” (John 2:19). And they said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple.” He 

told Nicodemus that he had to be born again, and Nicodemus asked how you get 

back in your mother’s womb (John 3:4). He told the woman at the well that he 

would give her living water (John 4:10), and she said, but you don’t have a bucket. 

 



Here, in the feeding of the five thousand, this happens again.  The reason for 

John showing this to pattern to us over and over again is to wake us up from being 

this dull. His aim is our faith, and so he shows us both the deadness of unbelief and 

the greatness of Christ the Messiah, leading to life. 

On this occasion in Jesus’s ministry, a large crowd was following Him, not 

necessarily because they believed on Him as the Son of God, but for the wrong 

reason. The people had been watching Jesus with astonishment the things He did; 

they were following him because of the signs they saw him doing. He was healing 

the sick, and they were amazed and desired more of the benefits of this power. 

But this is not encouraging. We have seen this phrase before: “because they 

saw the signs he was doing.” John 2:23 said, “Many believed in his name when they 

saw the signs that he was doing.” But then John adds in verse 24, “But Jesus on his 

part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people” (John 2:23–24). 

Something is wrong with their hearts. They are excited by Jesus’s signs. They 

believe he is a genuine miracle-worker. But something is wrong. 

We can find what is wrong in verses 14 and 15. “When the people saw the 

sign that he had done, they said, ‘This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into 

the world!’ So these people saw that Jesus was the predicted Prophet and the long 

expected king of Israel. Isn’t he the king of Israel? Isn’t he the Prophet? 

The reference to the Prophet points back to Deuteronomy 18:15 where 

Moses prophesied, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

among you, from your brothers — it is to him you shall listen.” Jesus was indeed 

this predicted Prophet like Moses. In fact, that may be why in verse 3 he goes up 

on a mountain for this miracle, the way Moses went up on the mountain.   



Jesus was not annoyed when he saw the great multitude, thinking they 

would disturb His rest or His time with the disciples.  At sight of the crowd Jesus’s 

sympathy was kindled.  They were hungry and tired, and they must be fed. His first 

thought was to provide something for them to eat.  Since Phillip is a native to this 

area, Jesus turns to Phillip and asks where bread can be purchased. 

When Jesus asked this question, it wasn’t for gaining knowledge of where to 

get the food, but to teach others.  He knew the answer but Phillip didn’t.  The Lord 

was going to teach him a very valuable lesson and test his faith.   

Jesus Himself knew that He would perform a miracle to feed this great crowd 

of people.  But did Phillip realize that He was able to do this?  Was Philip’s faith 

great, or was it small? 

Phillip’s answer was despairing.  Apparently, Phillips faith did not rise to very 

great heights.  He made some quick calculations and then he said even if he could 

find enough food to feed them all, they didn’t have the money to buy it, because it 

would have taken more than six months wages for this meal. 

Then Andrew appeared on the scene, he agreed, it would be nearly 

impossible for them to feed such a massive crowd, but he trusted Jesus.  Andrew, 

as usual, was bringing people to Jesus.  He presented to Jesus a small boy he had 

discovered with five barley loaves and two small fish, but he felt these would be 

almost useless in attempting to satisfy the hunger of so many. 

The boy didn’t have much to bring, and yet, he did bring what he had.  Quite 

likely, the boy brought the bread and fish as a picnic lunch.  The quality of this meal 

was also very poor.   



Known as poor man’s bread, Barley bread was the cheapest of all bread and 

was held in contempt.  The fishes were no larger than sardines.  Pickled fish from 

Galilee were known all over the Roman empire.   

In those days fresh fish was an unheard-of luxury, because they had no way 

to transport it any distance and keep it in an edible condition.  Small sardine like 

fish swarmed in the sea of Galilee.  They were caught and pickled and made into an 

aromatic, often spicy dish served either as an appetizer or as a dessert. The boy had 

his little pickled fish to help the dry barley bread down.  The boy had very little 

indeed, but he still brought and offered what he had, willing to put it at the disposal 

of the Lord Jesus. 

As a result of his kindness, this story was recorded in each of the four 

Gospels.  He did not do very much, but “little is much if God is in it.”   We can learn 

a lot from this lad.  Bring it to the Lord in service!  Amen? 

Jesus told the disciples to make the people sit down. In making them sit, the 

Lord Jesus provided for their comfort.  Notice He chose a place where there was 

much grass.  It was unusual to find such a place in that region, but the Lord took 

care that the crowd would eat in a clean, pleasant place.   

It’s recorded that there were thousands of men, so this means that there 

were thousands of women and children there as well.  Some bible scholars have 

estimated that there were as many as fifteen to twenty thousand total people 

present.  The mention of the number five thousand is made to indicate what a 

mighty miracle was about to take place. 

 



Jesus, in the role of the father of the family, takes the bread and the fish, 

gives thanks, and blesses it.  The grace that he used would have been the one used 

in every home, “Blessed art Thou, O Lord, our God, who causes to come forth bread 

from the earth.”    

We should take note from this scripture of the importance of giving thanks 

and blessing our meal.  If Jesus did this before partaking of food or serving it,  how 

much more should we pause to thank God before eating our meals. Next he 

distributed the food to the disciples.  Do not overlook this very important lesson 

that the Lord did not do it all Himself.  The disciples were directly involved with this 

miracle of love. 

By the time the Lord distributed the bread to the disciples, it had been 

wonderfully multiplied.  The exact moment when this miracle took place is not 

recorded, but we know in a miraculous way those five loaves and two small fish 

became enough in the Lord’s hands to feed this great crowd. The disciples went 

about serving the bread and the fish to those sitting down.  It is distinctly stated 

that they served them as much as they wanted.  The people ate, and they were 

filled. 

After the people had eaten their fill, Jesus ordered the disciples to gather up 

the fragments left.  Why the fragments?  This is a very beautiful touch.  If Jesus had 

been a mere man He would have never bothered to think about the left-overs.  Any 

man who can feed five thousand people doesn’t worry about a few left-over 

crumbs.  But Jesus is God, and with God there must be no wasting of His bounties.   



He doesn’t want us to squander the precious gifts He has given to us, and so 

He takes care to instruct that the broken pieces which remained should be gathered 

up so that nothing might be lost. 

Many people try to explain away this miracle of love.  The crowd, they say, 

saw the little boy give his five loaves and two fish to Jesus.  Their claim is that this 

made them realize how selfish they were, so they decided to take out their lunches 

and share them with each other.  In this way, there was food for everyone.  But no 

such explanation will fit the facts.  In gathering the fragments, twelve baskets of 

bread and fish were gathered up after the people had finished eating.  Twelve 

baskets! 

It would be sheer impossibility to gather up this much left-overs if it had just 

been a matter of people sharing their lunch.  Man’s explanation proves ridiculous. 

There can be only one conclusion, and that is that a mighty miracle of love 

had been performed.  The people themselves recognized that it was a miracle.  

They wouldn’t have done so if they had simply eaten their own lunches.  They were 

so convinced that it was a miracle that they were willing to acknowledge that Jesus 

was the Prophet who would come into the world.  As a result of Jesus’ miracle, the 

people wanted to make him king. 

Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make 

him king, Jesus withdrew again after this miracle to the mountain by himself.  Why 

did Jesus withdraw? There were times when Jesus desired to withdraw from the 

crowds.  He was under continuous strain and needed rest.  Sometimes, 

withdrawing was necessary to get His disciples alone to lead them into a deeper 

understanding of himself.  In addition, he needed time for prayer. 



But Jesus withdraws here because the enthusiasm these people have is not 

for who he really is. This is so important for our day and for your life. People can 

have a great enthusiasm for Jesus, but the Jesus they’re excited about is not the 

real biblical Jesus. Their excitement is about a Jesus they have perceived him to be, 

a Jesus made up in their minds to be who they wanted Jesus to be.   

But not the whole Jesus who, in the end, gives his life as a ransom for sinners 

(Mark 10:45). And if your enthusiasm for Jesus is for a Jesus that doesn’t exist, your 

enthusiasm is no honor to the real Jesus, and he will leave you and go into the 

mountain.   

They knew from the Old Testament that a prophet was coming, and they 

looked for him to deliver them from the Roman Empire.  They were waiting for an 

earthly monarch.  But their faith was not genuine.  They were not willing to admit 

that Jesus was the Son of God or to confess their sins and accept Him as Savior. 

If Jesus were only a man, He doubtless would have submitted readily to their 

request to make him king.  Men are only too anxious to be exalted and to be given 

a place of prominence.  But Jesus, our God, was not moved by these appeals to 

vanity and pride.  He realized that He had come into the world to die as a substitute 

for sinners on the cross.  He would do nothing to interfere with that objective.  He 

would not ascend to the throne until first He had ascended the altar of sacrifice.  

He must suffer, bleed, and die before He would be exalted. 

But the people who saw Jesus’s miracle didn’t understand what it means for 

Jesus to be this predicted Prophet or the coming king.  

 



Jesus then said to them in verses 32-33, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not 

Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true 

bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and 

gives life to the world.”  

In other words, when you think of me as the Prophet like Moses, don’t draw 

the parallel too tightly. I am like him. But I am oh so much more. 

Do you think Moses gave you the bread — the manna — from heaven? No, 

it was God who gave it. And now I am giving it. Do you understand? I am giving the 

miracle bread, the inexplicable bread. Out of five barley loaves, I am multiplying 

the mystery manna, so to speak, the way God did. I am not merely another Moses. 

I am not merely another prophet. I am like Moses. But I am as much greater than 

Moses as God is greater than Moses. I am as much greater than manna and barley 

as the Creator of manna and barley are greater than manna and barley. 

And as the Creator of barley and manna, I don’t just give the bread of life; I 

am the bread of life. You certainly see my power, but you do not yet see the glory 

of how this power will be used. You don’t know me. You don’t know who I am, or 

what I have come to do, or what it is about my power that makes it a glorious 

power. 

The clearest statement of what they didn’t see comes later in verse 51, “I am 

the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will 

live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” There 

are at least three things about me that you don’t see. First, you don’t see that I am 

going to use my power not to triumph over the Romans but to be for your sins.  



Second, you don’t see that I myself am your food. It’s me, and not my gifts, 

that your soul needs. And third, you don’t see the connection between these two: 

the way I become food for the everlasting satisfaction of sinners is by laying down 

my life. “The bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh” (6:51). So 

you call me the Prophet, and so I am, but not the way you think I am. 

But what about “king”? Is he not a king? He is. At the end of his life, Pilate 

asked him in John 18:33, “Are you the King of the Jews?” and Jesus answered in 

verse 36, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 

servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. 

But my kingdom is not from the world.” In other words, yes, I am a king, but not 

the way you think I am. 

When Jesus says that, he doesn’t mean that this world doesn’t belong to him. 

It does. He made it. He will come again to claim it. What he means is: I have come 

into the world the first time to rule men’s lives not by being their military captain, 

but by being their bread. I am going to triumph not by subduing armies, but by 

satisfying souls. I am going to conquer not with the power of armed forces but with 

the power of radically new appetites. 

And what we see in chapter 6 is that the crowds did not understand this at 

all. Verse 26 is the key to why Jesus withdrew and would have nothing to do with 

their excitement about his kingship. “Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to 

you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill 

of the loaves.’” This is why you want to make me king (John 6:15). To have me as 

king mean full stomachs. 



They hadn’t been changed. Jesus did not come into the world to lend his 

power to already existing appetites. That’s the fundamental mistake of the 

prosperity gospel. Leave people untransformed in what they crave, and simply add 

the power of Jesus as the way to get it. That is not the gospel. It is a kind of 

acclamation that Jesus walks away from. “Perceiving then that they were about to 

come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the 

mountain by himself” (John 6:15). He walks away. 

So what is Jesus doing in this miracle of taking five loaves and a few fish and 

feeding over five thousand people? He is opening a window on who he is. He is 

manifesting his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father (John 1:14). And he 

is opening this window on his glory not that we might get excited about how useful 

he might be in getting what we already wanted, but that we might see that he 

himself is better than anything we ever wanted. 

The point of making bread, as it were, out of nothing — like God making 

manna — is that the Son of God has come into the world not to give you bread, but 

to be your bread. And, since we are all sinners and do not deserve this bread, how 

will he give it to us? “The bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh” 

(John 6:51). When he gives his flesh on the cross, he becomes bread — all-

nourishing, all-satisfying bread — for sinners who believe. 

Verse 6 says that Jesus was testing Philip when he said in verse 5, “Where 

are we going to get bread for these people?” And I would say, Jesus is testing us 

now. Right now. Will we be like the Jewish leaders? “It took 46 years to build this 

temple, and you’ll build it in three days?” Will we be like Nicodemus? “How can a 

man be born again, enter into his mother’s womb?”  



Or like the woman at the well? “How will you give me living water when you 

don’t even have a bucket.” Or like Philip here in verse 7? “Jesus, two hundred days’ 

wages couldn’t feed these people.” 

Or will we see the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 

truth? Will we see Jesus crucified for sinners and risen from the dead to become 

not mainly a Giver, but a Gift, not mainly your benefactor but your bread? Taste 

and see that that the Lord is good. 

Heavenly Father 

Thank you father for your wonderful gift of life, 

through your Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ 

As Jesus demonstrated faithfulness in all of life, even to death on the cross, 

Grant us your grace and strength so that we may 

faithfully follow you in service all the days of our lives. 

Help us to serve you in everyway you call us to serve. 

Forgive us for the times when we feel like we don’t bring enough to you Lord, 

For we know that in your hands a little is much,  

That you can do all things according to your will. 

By the power of your Holy Spirit make us strong, 

To fulfill the ministry that you have appointed us to. 

In Jesus, AMEN 


