
I invite you to open your Bibles to this morning’s scripture text, which can be found 

in the book of Genesis, chapter 40: verses 1-23.  This can be found on page ___ in 

your pew Bibles.  We continue in our series “Joseph.” Scripture reveals that delay 

never thwarts God’s purpose’s; it is God polishing us to be the servant of God we 

need to be. 

Our Fathers Word        Genesis 40:1-23 

Sometime later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended 

their master, the king of Egypt.  Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief 

cupbearer and the chief baker, and put them in custody in the house of the captain 

of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph was confined. The captain of the 

guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them. 

After they had been in custody for some time, each of the two men — the 

cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison — had 

a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own.  When Joseph 

came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected.  So he asked 

Pharaoh's officials who were in custody with him in his master's house, "Why are 

your faces so sad today?"  "We both had dreams," they answered, "but there is no 

one to interpret them." Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong 

to God? Tell me your dreams."  

So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to him, "In my dream 

I saw a vine in front of me, and on the vine were three branches. As soon as it 

budded, it blossomed, and its clusters ripened into grapes.  Pharaoh's cup was in 

my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed them into Pharaoh's cup and put the cup 

in his hand."  



"This is what it means," Joseph said to him. "The three branches are three 

days. Within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your 

position, and you will put Pharaoh's cup in his hand, just as you used to do when 

you were his cupbearer. But when all goes well with you, remember me and show 

me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison.  For I was 

forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done 

nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon."  

When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a favorable interpretation, 

he said to Joseph, "I too had a dream: On my head were three baskets of bread.  In 

the top basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating 

them out of the basket on my head."  "This is what it means," Joseph said. "The 

three baskets are three days.  Within three days Pharaoh will lift off your head and 

hang you on a tree. And the birds will eat away your flesh."  

Now the third day was Pharaoh's birthday, and he gave a feast for all his 

officials. He lifted up the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief baker in the 

presence of his officials:  He restored the chief cupbearer to his position, so that he 

once again put the cup into Pharaoh's hand, but he hanged the chief baker, just as 

Joseph had said to them in his interpretation.  

The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.  

 

 

This is the Word of God for the people of God 

 



There is a sad truth in life that after experiencing, many of us will agree, is 

that forgetfulness hurts.  We’ve all been forgotten and know that hope of expecting 

someone to remember — to show up, call, write, ask, make time — and then we 

feel the pain of coming up empty, and all alone.  Our thinking is, if they really cared, 

they would’ve remembered, right?  Some of the greatest disappointments in our 

relationships are made in the times our memories fail us.  No one enjoys being 

forgotten, especially by those we love most. 

I think it’s safe to say that our memory can be one of the most powerful and 

one of the most fragile things about us. When it’s good, you can surprise the 

birthday boy or be there to celebrate with the not-so-newlyweds. When it’s bad, 

you forget your appointment with a colleague, your daughter’s concert, or that last 

item on your wife’s grocery list.  You know, the one she told you to make sure you 

didn’t forget.  (apologize to Christy) 

If there is anyone who can relate to being forgotten, it’s Joseph.  Joseph, the 

prized son of Jacob and the eventual ruler of Egypt, was forgotten when he needed 

to be remembered most.  After experiencing the pain of his brothers' betrayal, the 

separation from his father, the horror of slavery, the seduction and false accusation 

by Potiphar's wife landing him in prison, and the desperation he felt as his youth 

passed away in a dungeon.  And now, being forgotten by the cupbearer, his one 

chance of getting set free in years.  In the life of Joseph, this is certainly a low point 

in outward circumstances, but not in spiritual blessing. 

 

 



We noted last week that the preceding chapter ended with a declaration, the 

chief jailer didn’t supervise anything under Joseph’s charge, because the Lord was 

with him.  What ever he did, the Lord made it to prosper.  That’s blessing.  Even 

though from Joseph’s stand point this is a low point.   

One step downward, after another, after another.  Very discouraging 

circumstances for anyone to go through, but the Lord was with him.  There was no 

doubt in Joseph’s mind that he was in God’s will; he knew the right thing to do and 

was doing what was right.  Yet, everything was going against him, the ceiling was 

caving in on him.  But he was still right with God, and the Lord was with him. 

Now friends, we have got to remember that.  Because many times we 

discover that God’s blessing does not always attend with financial prosperity, and 

things like this.  But when you are right with the Lord, walking in his pathway, and 

have that sense of his blessing, it’s worth it.  It doesn’t matter what the external 

circumstances may be.  Because they may change.  They may fluctuate up or down 

but the blessing of the Lord is constant, and Joseph knew that.  So here he is, doing 

his very best, serving the Lord in a most difficult situation, and the Lord was with 

him.   

While in prison, Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker are arrested, and put in 

custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph 

was confined.  The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he served 

them. 

Both were suspected of crimes against Pharaoh himself and are facing almost 

certain death. They know that no one crosses the most powerful person in Egypt 

and lives to tell about it.   



One night, they both have vivid nightmares, and required someone to 

interpret them.  Now Joseph is an authority on dreams, he knows how to interpret 

them.  He has a divinely imparted gift in this matter, so there is no guessing.  This 

is no accident friends, Joseph is exactly in the place where God wanted him.  It’s 

God’s will.  He hears the two dreams and knows exactly what the dreams mean.       

He tells the cupbearer that not only will he live, but he’ll be Pharaoh’s 

cupbearer again in just three days.  In exchange for this amazing news, he makes 

one request: Please remember me before Pharaoh. One sentence from you might 

help to get me out of this place and finally free me. 

Then he turns to the baker with bad news. He’ll be executed in those same 

three days. Joseph didn’t give soft, vague, fortune-cookie predictions. They talk 

about vines, grapes, birds, and bread, and he says you will live, and you will die, all 

in three days. So, what happens?  

You can imagine that walk from the prison. Your life hangs in the balance. 

You know you’ll receive death if convicted. It seems it may all end right here. Was 

that guy in prison right? Could Pharaoh really pardon me? Will Pharaoh execute me 

right there on the spot? There’s no way Joseph could have known those things.  

Sure enough, Pharaoh preserves the cupbearer and mercifully welcomes him back 

to his prized place at his side. And the baker is, well, baked. 

So here is precise fulfillment exactly as Joseph had spelled it out.  So, the 

cupbearer remembered Joseph, mentioned him to Pharaoh, Joseph was released, 

and they all lived on happily together, only with fewer pastries, right? No, the text 

says, “Yet the cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.” 



It says that he really just forgot. It’s not that he was scared of what Pharaoh 

might do or worried that he might make Joseph the cupbearer. He just forgot. How?  

The sadness that is involved here.  Here Joseph was completely vindicated, he was 

demonstrated to be an interpreter of dreams of remarkable proportions.  The 

cupbearer received the benefits from him and simply forgot to mention him to 

Pharaoh. Human nature, he took the benefit, and was ungrateful to the person who 

told him about it. 

I’m sure that hurt Joseph even more.  Here he is, in God’s will, serving to the 

best of his ability, exercising a divinely imparted gift for the benefit of the people 

involved.  He tells them the truth in the matter, and the one who profits the most 

from the revelation forgets him, and Joseph remains in jail.  It would be two more 

years before Pharaoh has a dream that Joseph has a divine appointment for 

interpretation. 

Here is Joseph, in what he considers the worst possible condition.  The worst 

place he could think of, in jail, in a heathen land, serving heathen people, and still 

he is serving God.  Did God forget Joseph? He did not. We know this because of 

what it says when Joseph was first put in jail: “But the Lord was with Joseph and 

showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the 

prison.” If God was so concerned about making Joseph popular in the prison, we 

know he didn’t check out now. 

 Now friends, there is something about this scripture that we must absorb 

for ourselves.  Many times, we look at circumstances, and we say God has forgotten 

us.  No friends, God has not forgotten us. God knows exactly where we are and 

exactly what’s happening to us.   



We tend to equate hard circumstances or difficulties with Gods failure to 

help us.  We don’t recognize that many times those hard circumstances are also 

part of God’s will, and that he is doing things to help us.  That these circumstances 

are going to bring us out stronger.  With a better ability to serve God, and a better 

way to help other people.  We can’t see it that way, we think, “oh, why did this have 

to happen this way?”  Well it had to happen because God knows we need it.  That’s 

the Biblical answer.  We tend to get irritable about this.  We ask, “why does God 

allow this to continue year after year?  So, I’ve been through the test, why doesn’t 

God just let the door open so I can get out of this?!” 

Well, because we need further training, and the timing is always His.  Joseph 

had to wait before this occasion occurred, for there were dreams involved that 

were very important for him to interpret, and he’s there, right on time, and he does 

it.  But that was not God’s principle purpose, it was just one of the steps.   

Many times we look at things this way, we say well I should have passed this 

test, I did it right this time.  Yes, but maybe there’s another task required of us.  

Maybe there’s something else for us to learn as well.   This is what Joseph has to 

learn.  Yes, he’s there, he did it right.  He gave the right revelation, it happened 

exactly so.  God vindicated him, and he’s still there.  Why?  Because there’s another 

dream down the pathway, another divine appointment for him to be at.  Only next 

time it will be Pharaoh’s dream, and it’s very important for Joseph to be there to 

interpret.   

 

 



We can’t see the future friends.  We’re very short sighted this way.  We look 

at circumstances and we say, well, this has to be it.  But we can’t see down the 

pathway that God see’s.  Many times, things happen that we have to take by faith, 

and walk humbly with God.  Letting His will be accomplished.  Being obedient, 

because God has the whole pathway in mind, and we don’t.  All we can see is what’s 

happened so far and we may presume that the pathway is this way, and that there 

will be certain things down the future road. But we don’t know, and many times 

we are surprised by what happens.  God always knows what is exactly down that 

pathway and is never surprised. God is in control.  God is with us.  

He always brings into our lives everything needed, so that when that time 

comes that He knows about, we will be genuinely ready and His grace can carry us 

through.  We tend to want to take shortcuts.  We tend to be ready to bail out when 

things get to tough, we want to get out as fast as possible.  But that isn’t always 

God’s will.  God does know, and we have to be patient, and walk humbly down the 

pathway that the word marks out for us. 

For everyone of us, we must have the inner assurance that God does know, 

that God is leading every step of the way, and is intended to bring us out with great 

benefit at the end of whatever challenge life brings our way.  Sometimes we worry 

about that, and we look at the circumstances thinking things are not going well, 

and this cant be God’s will.  Maybe it can be his will.  God always knows precisely 

what we need.  The training we go through, and the experiences we have, many 

times are necessary to accomplish His purpose.  God sees it, step by step he leads 

us down these pathways, and we must trust him.   



We all can quote these very comforting words from Psalm 23, The Lord is my 

Shepherd, I shall not want, he leads me besides still waters, he maketh me to lie 

down in greener pastures, He leads me in the paths of righteousness, for His names 

sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of darkness, I shall fear 

no evil, for thou are with me.  Let’s face it friends, sometimes the pathway is not 

comforting.  Sometimes the pathway is very disturbing, and we quote this Psalm 

sometimes in desperation. 

God does not make a mistake, and we must trust him for that.  We must have 

serene confidence, that when God brings us down a pathway, in a certain direction, 

he knows what he is doing.  He is doing it for our benefit.  He is doing it so that we 

can be a benefit to others.  Joseph is here of inestimable value to Pharaoh’s 

servants, and later on to Pharaoh himself, and the entire Egyptian empire.  He was 

patient, and he waited upon the Lord, and the Lord guided his steps just so.  We 

must trust God that same way.   

In loving him with our whole heart, mind, and soul, we must trust him as he 

is leading us down that pathway to bless his word through out hearts.  To give us 

the insight we need to serve him well, day by day, and to let him work out his will 

through us.  So that we may indeed be a blessing to others, so that our lives will be 

a testimony where God knows they should be.   

If only we could look down the future pathway, and see a person there who 

needs God’s work in their life.   We could see a person there who needs the example 

of a Christian testimony that we will be living.  If only we could see that, it would 

be so much easier for us, yet, we don’t see the future.  We can’t see that, all we 

can see is the next step in front of us.  By faith we walk.   



By faith we must trust God to accomplish everything.  Only he knows, only 

he can bring it to pass.  Only he can fulfill his word through us.  He does not lead us 

wrongly, He does not make a mistake, the difficulty of the pathway is immaterial.  

It is absolutely unimportant.  The fact that we are in God’s will, according to his 

word, obediently following God, is 100% the blessing of God.     

We must walk that pathway serenely confident that God never forgets his 

children. When it looked like Joseph had been completely forgotten, even when he 

was considered to have done the unthinkable, he was exactly where he was 

supposed to be.  Joseph continued serving God without knowing why he was still 

there.  He was desperately putting out feelers to try to get out of that prison, but 

God didn’t will it quite yet.  God was with him blessing him.  God was working to 

free him and use him for his glory, but it was all in this timing.  Just as he is working 

in our lives to use us for his glory. 

Friends, this witness of Joseph is here for our edification.  You will experience 

all kinds of hard things in this life. You might be forgotten or betrayed by the people 

you love most, but nothing that can happen to you here can deny what God has 

said about you once and for all because of Jesus’s life, death on the cross, and 

resurrection from the dead. God never forgets you.  We can be sure of God’s 

gracious care, sure that he leads his children, sure that he is the great Shepherd.  

We must be confident that we serve a living Lord, Jesus, who is our Shepherd, who 

will bring us all the way, safely, into the fold.    

 

 



Keep your cup filled with the gospel about Jesus. The cupbearer forgot his 

savior. Okay, Joseph didn’t exactly save him, but he did bring the good news. Every 

minute the cupbearer lived, every luxury he enjoyed at Pharaoh’s right hand, every 

bit of recognition he received was the fulfillment of Joseph’s words. And he forgot 

him. How much more awful would it be for us to forget our Christ? How much more 

awful to take for granted the one who took away our sin?  

He didn’t just say that you would live, but he died to make it happen. If we 

remember one thing, it should be that we were locked away, truly guilty, deserving 

of death, and God sent his Son so that he, God, could say “innocent,” “righteous,” 

“trusted,” “free,” “mine.”  

So remember you are remembered in Jesus. Though you may feel forgotten 

today, your Father will never forget you or forsake you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LET US PRAY 

Oh Lord, 

Thank you for your Love, for your grace, and your steadfast presence in our lives. 

Forgive us that we worry about the future.   

Forgive us that we become dissatisfied about the circumstances, trials, and 

difficulties of life. 

Help us to see your hand with us. 

Help us to walk by faith. 

Help us to follow our Shepherd Jesus with unquestioning trust, 

knowing that you know the way, that you know us,  

and that you know exactly what we need. 

Help us to walk humbly with you, to follow according to your word,  

To be obedient to every step no matter how difficult. 

Enable us to be a blessing to those people who need your love and grace, 

Enable us to be a testimony to those who need to see how a Christian lives  

in times of stress and difficulty. 

Help us to walk humbly with you Lord. 

We ask for the sense of your presence, be with us Lord,  

even as you were with Joseph, to bring us to the right place, at the right time.  

That you will receive all the praise, all the honor, and all the glory. 

 


