
I invite you to open your Bibles to this morning’s scripture text, which can be found 

in the book of John, Chapter 1 verses 1-14.  This can be found on page ___ in your 

pew Bibles.  We begin a new series today “Captured by Love.”  Scripture reveals 

that Love creates opportunity. 

Our Fathers Word 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without 

him nothing was made that has been made.  In him was life, and that life was the 

light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood 

it.  There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 

He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light 

that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and 

though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He 

came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who 

received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 

husband's will, but born of God.  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 

The Word of God for the people of God  

 

 



“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.”  This is the identity of our Lord Jesus Christ as given to us, in both the 

book of Genesis, and in the fourth of the Gospel’s, the book of John.  The Gospel of 

John is my personal favorite of the Gospel’s, because the Divine purpose of this 

book is to present our Lord Jesus as God.  Scripture here tells us  “ The Word 

became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  This is the one great feature which 

constitutes the difference between this Gospel and the others.   

 We will be spending the next eight weeks in our new series Captured by Love, 

focusing on the Love of God and the impact that has on us and the world as His 

Love flows into us, and through us.  As God works in our hearts, and through our 

hearts with His Love.   The whole essence of this series is that when God’s love 

captures us, we cannot contain that love, we can’t selfishly possess it, it can’t be 

horded, we must do something with that love, we must go forward with that Love.  

God is a creator God and that is surely what he wants us to do with his love.  After 

all, God is Love. 

Scripture throughout this series will be rooted in the Gospel as given to us by 

the apostle John.  Messages centering on lessons of Love exploring Gods Capturing 

Love as John opens up his heart and pours it out through his personal witness and 

relationship with our Living Lord Jesus Christ.  John specifically tells us that his book 

is evangelistic – “that you may believe” (John 20:31)   

In our modern time, as we experience a declining church, Christians strive 

for a revival of the church as they are confronted with the godless culture of the 

modern world.  Christians must serve and witness in an evangelistic presence being 

so captured by God’s love that your only desire is to take God’s Love into the world.   



Being so captured by God’s Love, unable to contain it, being empowered by 

that Love dwelling in us,  we are divinely inspired to share that Love through 

outward acts of love.   We are equipped by Gods truth’s contained in the Gospel  to 

inspire, motivate and encourage us to Go and make disciples for the transformation 

of the world.  

For many Christian people the Gospel according to St. John is the most 

precious book in the New Testament.  It is the book on which above all, they feed 

their minds and nourish their hearts, and in which they rest their souls.   

Very often, on stained glass windows and the like in churches, the gospel 

writers are represented in symbol by the figures of the four beasts whom the writer 

of Revelation, disciple John, saw around the throne of God; the man, the lion, the 

ox, and the eagle.  (Rev 4:7).   

 The common depiction is that the man stands for Mark, which is the 

plainest, the most straight forward, and the most human of the Gospels.  The lion 

stands for Matthew, for he specifically saw Jesus as the Messiah and the Lion of the 

tribe of Judah.  The ox stands for Luke, because it is the animal of service and 

sacrifice, and Luke saw Jesus as the great servant of men and the universal sacrifice 

for all mankind.  The eagle stands for John, because it alone of all living creatures 

can look straight into the sun and not be dazzled, and John has the most 

penetrating gaze of all the New Testament writers into the eternal mysteries and 

the eternal truths of the very mind of God.  Many people find themselves closer to 

God and to Jesus Christ in John than in any other book in the world.        

 



We all know and understand the Biblical truth that God is Love, and that Jesus 

is God incarnate, God made flesh.  So then, we must then also believe that our Lord 

Jesus is Love incarnate, or Love made flesh.  So by choosing to follow Jesus in our 

calling to be a Christian, a disciple of Christ, we are choosing a discipleship of Love.  

Jesus himself told the disciples that the greatest commandment was to love 

God with all your heart, mind, and soul and to love your neighbor as yourself.  Love 

is the goal of our ministry.  The core of our mission to all; to our family, our friends, 

to our neighbors, and strangers, to our enemies, and to the world.      

As it was stated by a popular evangelical preacher, Bill Graham, “ the only 

difference between you and me is the longitude and latitude in which we were 

born.”  Meaning, all people are created equal.  However, not all people are given 

the same opportunity.  All people are created equal, but not all people are given 

the same opportunity. 

In thinking back to my years in the military, I can recall a time in boot camp 

where I experienced my first glimpse into the diversity of culture that exists in our 

country, and the wide range of opportunity created within that diversity.  During 

our first hours together as a company, with everyone called to attention, standing 

in a company formation.  The drill instructor started to ask us a series of questions 

and instructed us to sit down if the question applied to us. 

“If you had only one meal a day sit down,” He commanded.  About half the 

company sat down.  “If you only had two meals a day, sit,” he continued.  I was still 

standing with about half of the company remaining.  “Did you ever have to worry 

about having a roof over your head?  If you were ever homeless, sit.”  Several more 

sat down.   



He continued, “if only one of your parents raised you, sit down.  If you have 

ever gone without heat or electricity or water while growing up, sit.”   I can recall 

the sadness I experienced as I observed only a very small fraction of the company 

still standing.”  All people are created equal, but not all people are given the same 

opportunity. 

If we have heartbeat, this will cause us to feel uncomfortable.  Quite frankly, 

we don’t like to hear this.  It’s a lot like the feeling we have when we are watching 

one of those commercials depicting some third world country, where we observe 

the malnourished, starving children.  Immediately our reaction is to flip the channel 

quickly, because we don’t want to be confronted with this.   

If we are captured by God’s love, then we must be a people of action.  We 

can’t allow ourselves to be idle people, who grasp onto and keep ahold of God’s 

love selfishly doing nothing with it.   

This morning our text comes from the first chapter of the Gospel of John.  

Many of you who have been reading your Bible for years recognizes a familiarity of 

this text through a resemblance to another well know text in the first chapter of 

Genesis.  This needs to be recognized, for it is important to know that in this 

comparison we will see a creator God in our midst.   

The first 10 words in our bible, perhaps the most important 10 words anyone 

could ever learn, tells us In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.     

In the Gospel of John, the disciple John begins his witness to us, telling us, In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He 

was with God in the beginning.  

 



Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 

been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in 

the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.   

John is making a play on words, and he is simply saying that God is the creator 

God.  The first thing we need to understand is that God is the creator of 

opportunity.  Specifically, one opportunity.  Because we know that not all people 

have been given the same in life, that so many are lacking for so much.  We realize 

that so many of us had to struggle in ways that others didn’t.  We cry, life is so 

unfair.  Some people are given more opportunity, while some people have much 

less opportunity.  But our God is the creator God, because He levels the playing 

field for us all.  It’s God’s opportunity that we find in verse 12.  It’s God’s 

opportunity he gives for you, for me, for everyone. 

Jn 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God—  To “those” who believed in his name.  

This doesn’t mean race, creed, gender or ethnicity.  This does not mean coming 

from some social class or economic class.  This does not mean only those with a 

religious background or lineage.  What this means is for anyone who has received 

Jesus, to them he gives the right to become children of God.   

In America we all cry out for our rights, through the bill of rights, we demand 

our rights as individuals with equal opportunity for everyone.  We are in the midst 

of a struggle with certain minority groups demanding rights that threatens the 

integrity of our church.  They would agree that whoever cries the loudest has the 

greatest  need for rights and equal opportunity.  There is a right that far exceeds all 

of those rights friends, and that is the right to become a child of God. 



You see, as our creator God, God’s levels the playing field with His 

opportunity of love.  The opportunity to become a child of God is available to all. 

Other scripture tells us, Col 3:11 there is no distinction between Greek and 

Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but 

Christ is all, and in all.   

1 Co 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we 

be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink 

into one Spirit. 

Gal 3:26-29 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all 

of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male 

nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.   

God’s opportunity is available to all.  For you see, God’s opportunity was 

bought and paid because of Jesus, who was captured by God’s love.  God’s 

opportunity lead Jesus to lay down his life for everyone.  He didn’t think of any one 

people, gender, group, or ethnicity, he thought of the whole world.   

The number one scripture that more people can quote from the bible than 

any other verse, John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  God’s 

Opportunity.  

   Jesus’s was so captured by God’s love, he reveals how his desire is to keep 

that love moving making that opportunity for God. (slow)  God is love, Jesus is love, 

WE are love.   



In Jn 17:23-26  Jesus praying to God. I in them and you in me. May they be brought 

to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me.  "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me 

where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved 

me before the creation of the world. "Righteous Father, though the world does not 

know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you 

known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you 

have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them." 

Not to contain it only for himself, but to give it away and allow God’s love to 

flow through him into us.  Likewise, we should also allow that love to flow through 

us to into those around us, moment by moment, daily in our lives.  It is 

uncontainable, unkeepable, we have to give it away.  That‘s Captured by God’s love.   

 How could we horde that powerful love experience of feeling God’s presence 

in your life as his love flows in you and through you.  When you are receiving His 

favor, provision, the blessings of God’s grace, and His providence in your life, and 

in the lives of those around you.   Bless us, indeed! 

But a sad thing is friends, that when we get all wrapped up into the worldly 

details of the destructive circumstances around us, we allow that to block the flow 

of God’s love.  Does our love offer the opportunity of God? Are we giving away our 

love?  Are we sharing our love to others?  Are we sharing Christ to others?  Do we, 

Go?  Love not given away is like the fruit on the vine left unharvested, eventually it 

becomes bitter and dies.  Love not given away, love not flowing, love not fruitful, is 

like a branch on the vine that either needs to be pruned, to help it thrive in love, or 

to be cut off.  My prayer is for pruning.   



Jesus tells us, Jn 15:1-6  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 

He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 

bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean 

because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 

No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 

fruit unless you remain in me.  

"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he 

will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  

Jesus again reminds us the love of God is moving, to be given away, Jn 15:9-

11  "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you 

obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's 

commands and remain in his love.  

 This is the uncontainable, the captivating, the capturing love of God.  

Constantly moving, constantly flowing, from God to Christ Jesus, from Christ Jesus 

to us, from us to the world.  We are to GO! Go and love, go and make opportunity 

for God, go and make disciples.  Does our love offer the opportunity of God? Are 

we giving away our love?  Are we sharing our love to others?  Are we sharing Christ 

to others?  Do we, Go? 

A sad reality is friends is that we believe we have done all we can do once we 

have come together here, to worship and glorify God on our Sunday mornings.  

When there is so much more that remains to be done.  To be done by all God’s 

people, for everyone in the world.  The harvest is plenty, and the workers are few.  

  



Many of us believe we have seized God’s opportunity.  Then we come here 

and we leave and we do nothing with this opportunity.   Friends, opportunity that 

is not embraced is missed opportunity.  And God does not want you or I to miss the 

opportunity that ends with us spending an eternity with Him.   

God’s opportunity lead Jesus to the cross.  God’s opportunity leads him to 

sacrifice for you and for me.  God’s opportunity looks like this, you and I have been 

grafted into the family of God through Jesus Christ the true vine that bears the fruit 

of God, the love of God.  We have been adopted into God’s family, heirs of the 

promise.  God’s opportunity looks so radically different than the ways of this world.  

God’s opportunity, is given to those of us, who believe in his name.   

God’s opportunity is given equally, freely, completely, whole-heartedly, 

without prejudice to everyone. I hope that you have embraced it, I hope that you 

have seized it, I hope that you have been captured by the Love that  motivated 

Jesus to give you and me that opportunity.     

We should be excited to share the love of God.  Because the love of God 

brings life with it.  Life for all who believe, life for those we share God’s opportunity 

with that embrace it.   

Some may choose not to embrace it, as sad as that sounds.  You see, this very 

verse, verse 12, it indicates you don’t have to receive it.  It’s a choice.  Jn 1:12 “Yet 

to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God—” it’s a choice.  You can have a right and not enact that 

right.  You can have a right and not use that right.  That’s a chilling thought.  But 

God’s opportunity stands for you and for me.  God’s opportunity is an opportunity 

of love. 



When we discover that what Jesus did was for you and for me, a sacrifice of 

love, so that we can have the opportunity.  He didn’t consider himself first, he 

considered you and me, and he laid down his life for you and for me.  He was 

captured by love, he was compelled to move forward, he gave, in love, what was 

best for you and for me.  

Where we get into trouble is when we hoard the love, the opportunity that 

God has given to the world, for ourselves.  To be adopted into his family, to be 

grafted into the fruitful life filled vine of Jesus, to be bought with a price.  When we 

keep that for ourselves we become bitter, resentful, and lifeless.   

True love creates opportunity.  It brings life.  In verse 4 and 5 of this chapter 

of the book of John, we are told, In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.   

What we are told in this verse is that in Jesus was life.  “I am the bread of 

life.” “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Was the claim of Jesus, and he IS!  The 

life of Jesus was the light of men!  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” Then he 

looked at all of his followers and said “you are the light of the world.” 

The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

You see, Jesus being the light of this world, he shined his light into this world, and 

even his own people did not recognize him as being the Son of God.     

  Jesus wants us to carry his light out.  He doesn’t want us to take God’s 

opportunity and keep it for ourselves.  He says, “go and shine your light into this 

world.”  To allow Gods opportunity of love to shine to all the world.   



Let the love that is Jesus, let the love that is Jesus in your heart, let the love 

that is Jesus in your life, let the love of the messiah the coming king, let the love 

that has captured you, let the love that is Gods opportunity shine into the world.  

Let your Christ so shine before all the people. So that you will glorify your Father in 

heaven.   

 When we are captured by love it looks like this; the Gospel of Jesus Christ it 

captures our heart, it consumes us, but it compels us to go forward. It compels us 

to do something with that love.  Romans 5:5 tells us that the love of God is being 

poured out into our hearts each and every day.  We are compelled to take God’s 

love forward, to the world.  

 The life giving, flowing Love of God going forth, and us being compelled to 

share it with everyone. Other than a little time, it doesn’t cost us a thing, and we 

all gain so much.  When we are captured by God’s love, we begin to see things as 

God see’s them.  What really happens in our heart and in our soul is that we don’t 

see other people, we don’t see our own agenda, we see God’s desires for us in this 

world, and that’s what God wants for us.  

 Friends if you are so bold to embark on this journey with me, you will see so 

many opportunities, that the love of God will open up before you.  My challenge to 

you is, as we journey with the apostle that Jesus loved, John, and share the 

opportunity of God, that you will take something from each week and make it a 

part of your life.  My invitation is to join us as we are captured by love. 

 

 



The opportunity that you and I have is for us to give away, and keep the love 

flowing.  God’s opportunity was designed for us to give away. God’s opportunity is 

given to you so that you will give it away.  Friends that is exactly what opportunity 

filled with love does.  Love creates opportunity. 

HEAVENLY FATHER, 

We lift up our hearts to you with great thanksgiving 

for the wonderful gift of love that is Jesus.   

Father we pray that you will make us bold in this world 

to go out and proclaim the Gospel of love to everyone we know. 

As we receive your gift of love, help us to give that love away through 

Our acts of mercy, compassion, and forgiveness. 

So that all will know that it is Jesus you sent to be the light of the world, 

Let his light shine through us so brightly into the darkness, 

That those who are lost in darkness will be drawn into your opportunity of love. 

By your grace may the love that captured jesus, the love that captured us, 

Capture the world so that it may be transformed for your glory. 

AMEN 


